Arterial vasopressin for control of bleeding from a stapled intestinal anastomosis. Report of two cases.
Postoperative bleeding from a stapled intestinal anastomosis is a rare complication. In previously reported cases, the bleeding either ceased spontaneously or required reoperation for direct control. We report two cases in which the bleeding was controlled using an intra-arterial vasopressin infusion. To our knowledge, this technique has not been previously reported for management of this problem. We had initial concerns about creating ischemia at the anastomosis, which could lead to disruption. Neither patient demonstrated subsequent problems with the anastomosis. Intra-arterial vasopressin infusion appears to be an effective method for controlling bleeding from a stapled intestinal anastomosis and can avert the need for reoperation.